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(Jan. 2, 1919) President Wilson at the door of the King’s royal coach 
on board the presidential train from Paris to Rome. Along the route 
the President was cheered by groups of villagers waving 
handkerchiefs and flags. In her memoir, Mrs. Wilson recalls, “The 
Italian train was the most magnificent of all. I had never seen 
anything like it: servants in livery of royal scarlet; plate, china and 
glassware bearing the Italian arms; table linen and bed linen 
beautifully embroidered.” 
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(Jan. 2, 1919) The arrival of the presidential train at the station of 
Modane, on the French border with Italy. The snow-peaked Alps can 
be seen in the background. Leaving Modane additional engines were 
attached to haul the train up the steep grades and through the 
mountains, with good reason. On 12 December 1917, Modane had 
been the scene of one the worst rail accidents in history when a troop 
train carrying 1,000 French soldiers home on leave ran out of control 
down a steep gradient, killing more than 800. 
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(Jan. 2, 1919) President Wilson and Mr. George Creel, Chairman of 
the Committee on Public Information stretch their legs at Modane. 
When the train reached the frontier the presidential party was joined 
by Mr. Thomas Nelson Page, American Ambassador to Italy, and the 
Duke of Lante, representing King Victor Emmanuel III. Mrs. Wilson 
recalls, “Our party consisted of the very agreeable Italian 
Ambassador to the United States [Count Macchi di Cellere] and 
Countess Cellere, Margaret Wilson [the President’s daughter], Miss 
Benham [Mrs. Wilson’s secretary], and Dr. Grayson [the President’s 
personal physician]. The presence of the Doctor was rather fortunate 
for two of the ladies who were taken quite ill on the train.” The train 
traveled on, stopping briefly in the cities of Turin and Genoa, before 
reaching Rome. 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) President Wilson is greeted by King Victor Emmanuel 
III upon his arrival at the Termini train station in Rome. The King 
welcomed President Wilson to the Italian capital with the words, “I 
hope you will feel at home here.” Wilson responded, “To be in Rome 
is one of my greatest pleasures.” The President then inspected a 
company of Italian soldiers while the band played “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” Mrs. Wilson would later write that her arrival in Rome would 
always be “the most brilliant canvas in all the rich pictures of my 
memory.” 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) President Wilson, accompanied by King Victor 
Emmanuel III in the royal carriage, waves his iconic top hat in 
acknowledgement of the roar of welcome that greets him outside the 
Termini train station, Rome. In a display of welcome, canons are 
fired, soldiers present arms, and the historic bell of the Capitol 
sounds. The carriage departs surrounded by a troop of Royal 
Cavalry. 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) Mrs. Wilson, the Queen of Italy, and the Duke of 
Genoa in the royal carriage en route to the Quirinal Palace, Rome. In 
the background can be seen the entrance of the Termini train station. 
Mrs. Wilson later recalled that the streets of Rome were “covered with 
the golden sands brought from the Mediterranean Sea, a time-
honored custom accorded to returning military conquerors and to 
visiting heads of State.” 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) Carabinieri line the parade route in preparation for the 
presidential procession. Mrs. Wilson: “Troops lined every street, 
wearing their picturesque uniforms and ‘two-story caps.’” 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) Troops line the Via Nazionale as the procession 
makes its way down the long straight thoroughfare leading to the 
Quirinal Palace. Flagstaffs bear shields with the arms of redeemed 
Italian towns upon them. Many shops display the American colors 
and portraits of President Wilson in their windows. From the upper 
windows flowers are thrown to the First Lady and Margaret Wilson. 
Mrs. Wilson: “From the roofs, the windows and balconies poured a 
veritable shower of purple violets and golden mimosa. From baskets 
filled with them, from white arms laden with them, they fell about our 
stately coaches, a libation fit for the gods.” 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) A crowd assembles in front of the Quirinal Palace, 
where the Wilsons stayed during their visit to Rome. President and 
Mrs. Wilson, accompanied by the royal party, make an appearance at 
the balcony. The President acknowledges their greeting by bowing 
and waving his hat. The crowd is so enthusiastic that the President is 
obliged to make several appearances. 
 
During the First World War the Quirinal Palace was used as a 
hospital and by January 1919 only the wing housing the President 
and Mrs. Wilson had been refurnished. President and Mrs. Wilson 
toured the rest of the Palace with the King and Queen where they 
visited the sick and wounded. At the end of their tour Mrs. Wilson was 
presented with the Order of the Italian Red Cross, which is still 
preserved today at Woodrow Wilson House in Washington, DC. 
 



 11 

 
 

(Jan. 3, 1919) A large crowd gathers around the Victor Emmanuel 
Monument in the Piazza Venezia, Rome. Early in the day secret 
arrangements were made to have the President address the public in 
the Piazza Venezia. However, within a matter of hours word of the 
arrangements had spread all over the city and the Piazza and the 
surrounding streets became packed with such a crowd that the 
President was unable to make the appearance as planned. Later it 
became known that Italian officials had cancelled the appearance due 
to fears of rioting. 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) Faces in the crowd try vainly to catch a glimpse of the 
President. 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) Via Veneto, Rome. An American photographer and his 
two young assistants take their place in front of the Palazzo 
Margherita, where President Wilson and his party pay a visit to the 
Queen Mother after an informal lunch at the Villa Savoia.  
 
In the afternoon President Wilson spoke to a joint session of the 
Senate and the Chamber of Deputies and received a delegation from 
the Italian press at the Quirinal Palace. That evening illustrious 
guests including Guglielmo Marconi—the inventor of the wireless— 
attended an official state dinner given at the Palace in the President’s 
honor. After dinner the President visited the Capitol, where a crowd of 
10,000 watched as he received the freedom of the city from Mayor 
Prospero Colonna. The President was then presented with a bronze 
replica of the figure which surmounts the tomb of Emperor Hadrian 
while Mrs. Wilson received a gold wolf suckling Romulus and Remus. 
Both gifts can still be seen today at Woodrow Wilson House. 
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(Jan. 3, 1919) For the first time in history the stars and stripes flies 
from the Palazzo Margherita, the official residence of the Queen 
Mother, who lived here until her death in 1926. After the Second 
World War, the U.S. Government bought the property, turning it into 
the American Embassy and Consulate. 
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(Jan. 4, 1919) President Wilson and his party pay a visit to the 
Pantheon in the early hours of the morning where the President lays 
wreaths upon the tombs of King Victor Emmanuel II (1820-1878) and 
King Umberto I (1844-1900). From here the party was driven to the 
Garibaldi monument overlooking the city and on to the Royal 
Academy of Science, where Wilson was made an honorary member. 
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(Jan. 4, 1919) President Wilson and his party visit the Coliseum. The 
party also visited the nearby Roman baths before arriving at the 
Forum. 
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(Jan. 4, 1919) President Wilson and his party visit the Roman Forum. 
They are met by the noted archeologist, Professor Giacomo Boni, 
seen here at the President’s right. Professor Boni presented 
President Wilson with branches of laurel and myrtle, explaining that in 
ancient history the laurel signified purification after the shedding of 
the blood of an enemy and the myrtle, after the shedding of blood in 
civil war. “Today,” exclaimed Professor Boni, “I offer these symbols to 
you, the upholder of the freedom and civilization of peoples.” 
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(Jan. 4, 1919) President and Mrs. Wilson with the King and Queen of 
Italy at the Termini train station in Rome as the President and his 
party depart for Genoa.  
 
After lunch at the American Embassy, the President and his party 
were received by Pope Benedict XV at the Vatican. This was to be 
the first meeting between an American President and a Pope in 
history. The President had a private audience with the Pope, who 
presented him with a mosaic of St. Peter after Guido Reni’s famous 
painting. Today the mosaic is displayed in the Wilsons’ drawing room 
at Woodrow Wilson House. Later that afternoon the President visited 
the parish house of the Rev. Walter Lowrie, rector of St. Paul’s 
American Church in Rome, where he met with representatives of 
Protestant churches in Italy. After a private dinner with the King and 
Queen at the Quirinal Palace, President and Mrs. Wilson left for the 
train station, accompanied by the royal couple. 
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(Jan. 5, 1919) The monument to Christopher Columbus in the Piazza 
Acquaverde, Genoa, erected in 1851 with money contributed by 
Italian Americans. The presidential party arrived at Genoa at eight in 
the morning. Despite torrential rains, President Wilson proceeded to 
the monument of Giuseppe Mazzini, where he gave a speech and 
laid a wreath. After visiting the house in which Christopher Columbus 
was born, the party drove to the City Hall where Mayor Massone 
conferred upon the President citizenship of the city of Genoa. 
President Wilson laid a wreath at the monument to Christopher 
Columbus and made a brief speech before continuing on to Milan. 
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(Jan. 5, 1919) A large crowd cheers as President Wilson makes his 
appearance at the balcony of the Royal Palace, Milan. The President 
was deeply moved by the crowd’s spontaneous display of enthusiasm 
and threw kisses with both hands to the people below. Dr. Grayson 
recalled, “None of the party could agree on the number in the crowd, 
the guesses ranging from 50,000 to 150,000. It was agreed, however 
by everyone, that it was the largest crowd they had ever seen 
gathered together…As the President passed through the streets his 
automobile was deluged with papers hailing him as the ‘Saviour of 
humanity’ and the ‘God of Peace,’ ‘The Cavalier of Humanity,’ ‘The 
Moses from across the Atlantic.’” 
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(Jan. 5, 1919) President Wilson appears on the balcony of the Royal 
Palace, Milan. Pictured with President Wilson are, from left to right: 
Mr. Gilbert Close, the President’s confidential secretary, Mr. Charles 
Swann, assistant secretary, Admiral Cary Grayson, the President’s 
personal physician, Miss Margaret Wilson, the President’s daughter, 
and First Lady Edith Wilson.  
 
Later that afternoon the President visited the City Hall where he was 
made an honorary citizen of Milan. After dinner President and Mrs. 
Wilson made an appearance in the royal box at La Scala Theatre 
during a gala performance of the opera Aïda where the President 
gave a rousing speech, ending in the words, “Viva l’Italia!” 
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(Jan. 6, 1919) President Wilson waves to the crowd as he is driven 
through the streets of Turin to the City Hall. A general holiday had 
been declared and the streets were packed with people. The spires of 
the churches of San Carlo and Santa Cristina in the Piazza San Carlo 
can be seen in the distance. At one point in the procession the air 
was filled with fluttering papers which turned out to be leaflets 
addressed to the President, arguing why he should support Italy’s 
claims to Dalmatia and other territorial expansion. 
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(Jan. 6, 1919) President Wilson addresses the crowd from the 
balcony of the City Hall in the Piazza Palazzo di Citta, Turin, where 
he received the freedom of the city and was presented to a large 
delegation of Italian officials. “The most picturesque feature of our 
visit,” recalls Mrs. Wilson, “was the gathering of more than a 
thousand mayors from Piedmont to greet the President. They came 
from the hills, the fields and the valleys, virtually every little town or 
crossroad being represented—prosperous bankers, merchants, shy 
countrymen, village blacksmiths and artisans. The President shook 
hands and spoke to each, and was deeply touched when some of 
them bent and kissed his hand.” The President then visited the 
University, where he was presented with an honorary degree and 
delighted the students by wearing one of their blue caps while making 
his speech of appreciation. The cap is still preserved today at 
Woodrow Wilson House. 
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(Jan. 6, 1919) A large crowd gathered in the Piazza San Carlo shows 
their enthusiasm despite the poor weather as President Wilson 
makes an appearance at the window of the Philharmonic Club in the 
Palazzo Solaro del Borgo, Turin, where a dinner was being served in 
the President’s honor by the local committee and Mayor Frola. For 
over two hours the crowd awaited the President’s appearance in a 
downpour of rain. When he finally appeared cries of “Viva Wilson, 
god of peace!” could be heard. The presidential train left for Paris at 4 
PM. Upon reaching the frontier with France that evening the 
President received the sad news of Theodore Roosevelt’s death and 
sent a telegram expressing his condolences to the President’s widow. 


