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Activity: Family Primary Sources

Topic
Studying History (Wilson's Favorite Subject) by Using Primary Source Learning

Goal
To examine the advantages and disadvantages of using primary sources in the

study of historic events.

Objectives
1. Students will analyze at least three primary sources from their family that

pertain to an historic event in order to evaluate the importance of personal
records in historic research.

2. Students will compare information and perspectives from family primary

sources to printed historic writings for discrepancies and/or alternative

viewpoints taking into account personal bias and historical accuracy.

3. Students will report findings in a creative and personal method of their

choosing.

Background Information
Since Woodrow Wilson was an avid student of history and valued the lessons

we can learn from it, this activity is designed to help students appreciate the

importance of researching, evaluating, and learning about the people and

events of the past. Since the study of history can take many forms, this activity

looks at examining individual people's perspectives of an historic event by

looking at personal primary sources of that event. Analyzing and blending those
ideas and information with published accounts can aid in determining a more

complete record of an event or activity. To learn more about Wilson's early

childhood, his educational struggles and accomplishments, see the historical

information in the Wilson as Educator section.

Teaching Suggestions
. Discussthe ideas of personal bias and historical accuracy with students during

an informal examination of primary sources collected in the classroom and
library including newspapers, letters, diaries, and other written accounts.

. Have students research an historic event in which a family member may have
been involved or observed by finding and examining at least three personal

family primary sources including videos, diaries, journals, letters, oral history
interviews, photographs and objects related to the event.

. Using the sample questions provided, have students analyze these documents.

Students should then compare and contrast the information discovered in

these documents to published historic accounts (newspaper articles,

textbooks, etc...) of the same event.

. Have students compile their discoveries into some form of a report,

presenting the information in a creative way. Some ideas might include

writing a letter or series of letters, giving an oral presentation/dramatization,

writing a journal style account of research findings or drawing a picture.




