WOODROW WILSON
WORLD STATESMAN

Activity: A School Peace Prize

Topic
Conflict resolution and designing, writing and awarding a School Peace Prize.

Goal

To initiate the exploration and discussion of methods and resources for conflict
resolution, by researching and evaluating their own community’s efforts toward
preserving peace.

Objectives
1. Students will learn about the Nobel Peace Prize and the reason Woodrow
Wilson received the award.

2. Students will discuss and evaluate important principles and methods of
conflict resolution by having an open discussion of their own ideas and
experiences.

3. Students will examine and discover ways of maintaining peace on a local,
regional and global level by designing, writing, evaluating and awarding
their own special School Peace Prize.

Background Information

Alfred Nobel was a Norwegian scientist and businessman, who believed in peace
and cooperation. His will prescribed that the Peace Prize was to be awarded by
the Norwegian Parliament (the Storting) and should go to the person who
accomplished “the most or the best work for fraternity among nations, for the
abolition or reduction of standing armies and for the promotion of peace
congresses.” According to the Statutes of the Nobel Foundation, given by the
King in Council on June 29, 1900, “the prize-awarding bodies shall present to
each prize-winner an assignment for the amount of the prize, a diploma, and a
gold medal bearing the image of the testator and an appropriate inscription.”
(The Nobel Foundation website www.nobel.se)

Teaching Suggestions

B Introduce students to the history of the Nobel Peace Prize and its former
recipients. Discuss Woodrow Wilson as a recipient and the basis for his
nomination - the Fourteen Points and the League of Nations. Use the
historical information in the Wilson as World Statesman section and The
Nobel Foundation website (www.nobel.se).

B Discuss ideas on how to resolve conflicts. Ask questions about how students
have resolved arguments with others and indicate the importance of
conversations vs. physical arguments as well as listening. Have the students
discuss different methods of conflict resolution and identify examples of how
and when to use these methods.

B Have the class write the criteria for a School Peace Prize. Have them include
a list of guidelines for evaluating nominees. Draft these prize guidelines or
rules for use during the nomination and awards process. Students should also
determine a name and design for their prize.






