
Politically, the United States transformed the Haitian government to further its own economic
benefit. 
The U.S. Senate ratified the Haitian-American Convention Treaty that granted the U.S.
power to oversee security and appoint leaders of Haiti. One of the first changes the U.S.
wanted was to get rid of a clause in the Haitian Constitution that prevented foreigners from
purchasing Haitian land. U.S. authorities drafted a new Haitian Constitution, which was then
rejected by Haitian legislators. In retaliation to this objection, the U.S. dissolved Haiti’s
Parliament. Between 1915 and 1917, the U.S. dissolved the parliament twice when they did not
agree with U.S. policy, before completely dissolving it until 1929. 

 

THE U.S. OCCUPATION OF HAITI: 
POLITICAL

Instrumental to carrying out this
imperialistic agenda was the
Gendarmerie. Consisting of U.S.
military members and Haitian
elites, the Gendarmerie was
created to be an authoritative
occupation force that protected
U.S. interests. It replaced many of
the duties of the Marine forces
and controlled the daily lives of
Haitians. 



In 1922, the U.S. Senate organized an inquiry into U.S. involvement in Haiti and Santo
Domingo. This first effort to change the role of the U.S. in Hispaniola modeled the initial

occupation – it was a failure. Although it created new leadership systems, it did not address
the root issues of racism, imperialism, or concerns of the Haitians. These shortcomings led to

more and more resistance from Haitians and Americans. Correspondingly, the Hoover
presidency established the Forbes Commission in 1930 to create a withdrawal plan. The
committee praised the material improvements the U.S. achieved like infrastructure and

education but denounced the exclusion of Haitians from leadership positions. Overall, the
committee concluded that the occupation was a failure and that the U.S. did not

understand the social problems of Haiti. 
 

The administration of Franklin Roosevelt completed withdrawal plans on August 1, 1934, with
a commitment to the Good Neighbor Policy. There was a formal transfer of power to the

new leaders of the Gendarmerie, which had some of the first elected officials in nearly two
decades. 

 
 



Ambar, Saladin. "Woodrow Wilson: Foreign Affairs." UVA Miller Center. Last modified 2022. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://millercenter.org/president/wilson/foreign-
affairs#:~:text=In%20a%20statement%20issued%20soon,Latin%20American%20states%20were%20hopeful.
 
Berg, Scott. Wilson. Berkley trade paperback edition ed. New York: Berkley Books, 2014.
 
Botkin, Ashley. "The U.S. Occupation of Haiti." The Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum. Last modified August 29,
2019. Accessed May 19, 2022. https://www.woodrowwilson.org/blog/2019/8/29/the-us-occupation-of-haiti-mgcns.
 
Cooper, John Milton. Woodrow Wilson: A Biography. New York: Vintage Books, 2011.
 
Danticat, Edwidge. "The Long Legacy of Occupation in Haiti." The New Yorker. Last modified July 28, 2015. Accessed May 19,
2022. https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/haiti-us-occupation-hundred-year-anniversary.
 
Dubois, Laurent. Haiti: The Aftershocks of History. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2013.
 
Goodell, Stephen. "Woodrow Wilson in Latin America: Interpretations." Taylor & Francis, Ltd. 28, no. 1 (November 1965): 96-127.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24438741.
 
Logan, Rayford W. "James Weldon Johnson and Haiti." Phylon 32, no. 4 (Winter 1971): 396-402.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/274064.
 
Longley, Robert. "Gunboat Diplomacy: Teddy Roosevelt's 'Big Stick' Policy." ThoughtCo. Last modified April 16, 2022. Accessed
May 19, 2022. https://www.thoughtco.com/gunboat-diplomacy-4774988.
 
Macha Saye, Lisa. "The Haitian State: Something Alien." Journal of Third World Studies 27, no. 2 (Fall 2010).
https://go.gale.com/ps/retrieve.do?
tabID=Journals&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchResultsType=MultiTab&hitCount=75&searchType=BasicSearchForm&current
Position=3&docId=GALE%7CA280557942&docType=Article&sort=Relevance&contentSegment=ZGIC&prodId=GIC&pageNum=1
&contentSet=GALE%7CA280557942&searchId=R3&userGroupName=va_p_madeira_sc&inPS=true.
 
O'Toole, Patricia. The Moralist: Woodrow Wilson and the World He Made. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 2019.
 
Suggs, David. "The Long Legacy of the U.S. Occupation of Haiti." The Washington Post. Last modified August 6, 2021. Accessed
May 19, 2022. https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/08/06/haiti-us-occupation-1915/.

Images: 
Ban, Garde d'Haiti. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1933. Accessed May 19, 2022. https://www.loc.gov/item/92514800/.
 
Coe, Sue. Haiti / Sue Coe. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1951. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010633414/.
 
Galembo, Phyllis. Rara, Haiti. Photograph. Library of Congress. 2014. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017645730/.
 
Haitian Mountains. Photograph. Pixabay. February 11, 2013. Accessed May 19, 2022. https://pixabay.com/photos/haiti-
mountains-landscape-steep-79646/.
 
Haiti's Geographical Chart. Photograph. Public Domain Vectors. October 21, 2016. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://publicdomainvectors.org/en/free-clipart/Haitis-geographical-chart/50837.html.
 
Harris & Ewing. Delegates from Haiti. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1920. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016870870/.
 
———. Woodrow Wilson. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1900-1920. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016800586/.
 
Mapa Colonial de la Isla de Santo Domingo. Photograph. Wikimedia. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/16/Mapa_colonial_de_la_Isla_de_Santo_Domingo.gif.
 
Milhollen, Hirst Dillon. Cape Haitian, Haiti. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1937. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/92514794/.
 
National Photo Company. Haiti, Port-au-Prince. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1920. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016821760/.
 
Panama Canal Company. Photograph of Dock at Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Photograph. National Archives. 1951. Accessed May 19,
2022. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/202801831.
 
Pan American Union. Band, Garde d'Haiti. Photograph. Library of Congress. 1933. Accessed May 19, 2022.
https://www.loc.gov/item/92514800/.

Resources:


