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Background

History of Haiti:

e Haitian Revolution
(1791-1804)

« Established itself as the
first independent Black
republic in 1804

» Not recognized as a nation
for many decades (U.S.
was 1862)
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Context

US has always had an interest in Haiti
* President Andrew Jackon (1868)

« Secretary of State James Blaine (1889)
e President Woodrow Wilson (1915)

Western Hemisphere Power
« France vs. Germany vs. US

» Roosevelt Corollary and Monroe Doctrine

Control of Latin America

« Moral diplomacy vs. Dollar diplomacy

« Democracy

July 28, 1915: beginning of the US occupation of Haiti




POLITICAL

Gendarmerie d'Haiti Ammed Forces of Haiti

Gendarmerie dHaiti Armed Forces of Haiti




Political

Haitian-American Convention (1915)
» Granted US the power to oversee security and
appoint leaders in Haiti
Haitian Constitution
+ Foreign land ownership

Dissolving the Haitian Parliament

Gendarmerie
« US military members and Haitian elites

1922 Senate inquiry
» Found the occupation to be a failure

Forbes Commission of 1930

«  Withdrawal plan
1934 Roosevelt administration completed withdrawal
plans

» Good Neighbor Policy
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Economic

US control of Haiti's finances
« Control of Haitian debt

« Removal of gold from Haitian National Bank

American businessmen

« Information of the president;

 Exploitation of Haitian resources

Forced labor

Retained influence over Haiti's external finances until 1947
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Social

James Weldon Johnson

« NAACP Secretary sent to write about American imperialism in Haiti

Rebellions

« "Cacos" =insurgents

* First Caco War (1915)

e Second Caco War (1918)

LA REVUE
INDIGENE

Les Cayes Massacre

« International outrage o o o s

Haitian activism against social injustices
« Fueled by ideas of Haitian Revolution

« La Revue Indigene
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Legacy

« Evaluation of US occupation of Haiti

e Failure

« What remained were systems of disrepair

 New standards set by the Wilson administration
» Gunboat diplomacy
« Navy power is overwhelming

« Use of naval presence to influence foreign government

e 2015: 100-year anniversary of invasion

« "Our desocupacion has yet to come" - Edwidge Danticat
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CONCLUSION

The importance of
public history

Collective memory

Linking the past to the
present to take action
in the future




