
THE LEGACY OF
BLACK WOMEN
SUFFRAGISTS

J A S M I N E  M . E L L I S
 

N A T I O N A L
E N D O W M E N T  F O R
T H E  H U M A N I T I E S
( N E H )  -  F O R  T H E
P E O P L E  B Y  T H E
P E O P L E  G R A N T

I N T E R N S H I P
 

D E C E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 2 2
 

BOUND UP TOGETHER:



TABLE OF CONTENTS

BLACK WOMEN
IN AMERICA

Life for Black women in
America.

THE LEGACY OF
BLACK WOMEN
SUFFRAGISTS

Black women and the fight
for voting rights then and

now.

LETTERS TO
PRESIDENT
WOODROW

WILSON

Black women's responses
to President Woodrow

Wilson on racism in
America.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Black women's narratives
at the President Wilson

House.



" IF THEY DON’T GIVE YOU A
SEAT AT THE TABLE,  BRING A

FOLDING CHAIR.”
 

-SHIRLEY CHISHOLM
 

FIRST BLACK WOMAN
ELECTED TO THE UNITED

STATES CONGRESS

TO BE A BLACK WOMAN IN AMERICA 



FRANCES ELLEN WATKINS HARPER 
(1825-1911)

Before Wilson's Presidency



CLUBWOMEN 
The Formation of Black Women's Clubs

Mary Church Terrell
(1863-1954)

Phyllis Wheatley Club of Buffalo, 1905

Nine African-American
women, including Nannie
Helen Burroughs, held a

banner that said, "Banner
State Woman's National

Baptist Convention."



IDA B.  WELLS-BARNETT
(1862-1931)

During Wilson's Presidency



RACISM IN AMERICA

Elizabeth Sykes' Letter

Mary E. Jackson's Letter

Federation of Colored
Women’s Clubs of New

Jersey's Letter

Black women confront President Wilson on
the country's racism.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss46029.mss46029-230_0018_0607/?sp=512


THE LEGACY OF BLACK WOMEN SUFFRAGISTS
After Wilson's Presidency

Stacey Abrams LaTosha Brown



RECOMMENDATIONS

Mary Scott
(1882-1968)



ONE FINAL THOUGHT

June Jordan
(1936-2002)



BIBLIOGRAPHY
Text:

Black Women's Suffrage
Too Heavy A Load: Black Women in Defense of Themselves, 1894-1994 By Deborah Gray White

“We Are All Bound Up Together - May 1866” By Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
The Club Movement

Photos:
Black Women Suffragists (Title Image)

Shirley Chisholm
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper

Mary Church Terrell
Phyllis Wheatley Club of Buffalo, New York

Nine African-American Women Holding a Banner
Ida B. Wells-Barnett

Elizabeth Sykes Letter
Mary E. Jackson's Letter

 Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs of New Jersey Letter
Stacey Abrams
LaTosha Brown

Mary Scott
Votes For Women (Final Slide Image)

Black Women With Voting Signs (Final Slide Image)

https://blackwomenssuffrage.dp.la/
https://www.amazon.com/Too-Heavy-Load-Themselves-1894-1994/dp/039331992X/ref=asc_df_039331992X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312446862670&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=330539308305947030&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007370&hvtargid=pla-490070768828&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Too-Heavy-Load-Themselves-1894-1994/dp/039331992X/ref=asc_df_039331992X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312446862670&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=330539308305947030&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007370&hvtargid=pla-490070768828&psc=1
https://www.womenshistory.org/resources/general/african-american-reformers
https://www.neh.gov/article/how-black-suffragists-fought-right-vote-and-modicum-respect
https://www.wnyc.org/story/shirley-chisholm-declares-her-candidacy-president/
https://www.africanamericanpoetry.org/frances-e-w-harper
http://t0.gstatic.com/licensed-image?q=tbn%3AANd9GcT18LT9Ya2GDXeloDMxbwXjPWU2iB5fumsqf9lZkuoMWd7iqKZaBdhWemmFnK7nzthudZ8T5pzBhv0N-QI
https://www.loc.gov/item/94513827/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ds.13272/?st=image
https://wams.nyhistory.org/modernizing-america/fighting-for-social-reform/ida-b-wells/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss46029.mss46029-229_0728_1166/?sp=170&r=-1.11%2C0.209%2C3.22%2C1.368%2C0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss46029.mss46029-229_0728_1166/?sp=272&r=-0.65%2C0.16%2C2.3%2C0.987%2C0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss46029.mss46029-230_0018_0607/?sp=512&r=-1.166%2C-0.062%2C3.331%2C1.415%2C0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss46029.mss46029-230_0018_0607/?sp=512&r=-1.166%2C-0.062%2C3.331%2C1.415%2C0
https://iop.harvard.edu/fellows/latosha-brown
https://www.woodrowwilsonhouse.org/about-the-wilson-house/issac-and-mary-scott/
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/980
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/reconstruction/voting-rights


THANK YOU


