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Late 1800s Civil 
Service Reforms

v Pendleton Civil Service Act 
of 1883

v Competitive Civil Service 
Exam

v Civil Service Commission
v By 1907, African American 

federal employees in D.C. 
had quadrupled, reaching 
about 2800.



Governor Wilson: 1912 Progressive Party & 
Democratic Presidential Candidate

“New Freedom” Campaign 
vLower tariffs

vBreak up monopolies

vFair labor practices

vViews on immigration



William Monroe Trotter Endorses Wilson



Bishop Alexander Walters endorses Wilson

President of the Afro-American Council Letter from Governor Wilson



President Wilson takes office in March 1913
vThe Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing

vThe Treasury Department

v Post Office Department

vApril 1914 – Wilson issued an 
Executive Order that required 
photographs to accompany 
federal job applicants.



Belle La Follettee criticizes Wilson’s 
Administration

La Follette’s Weekly Magazine 



Archibald Henry Grimké

President D.C.’s NAACP chapter
Oct. 1913 rally at Metropolitan AME 

Church with 10,000 participants



Dr. Lucy Ella Moten 
Dr. Moten’s letter to President Wilson

Oct. 7th, 1913 
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